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Robotics Finalists
Minnie Young
On Saturday 26th November, 8

Cassia Fillingham and Hannah

girls from Years 7 and 11 went

Coxhead. They were particularly

to the London offices of

impressed by the use of colour

engineering multinational,

sensors and programming, which

Bechtel, to take part in the

was self‐taught. The team

regional heat of the FIRST Lego

played 3 timed matches, in which

League robotics competition.

they programmed the robot to
complete various animal‐related

This year’s competition was

challenges.

based on the theme ‘Animal
Allies’. It had 3 parts which we

Before the results were

prepared in advance, and 2

announced, Linda Miller of

parts that were a surprise on

Bechtel gave an inspiring

the day. These involved giving a

presentation about engineering

presentation to a panel of

as a career. Linda is currently

judges, who then asked lots of

seconded to Crossrail, where she

questions. Despite being

is the project manager for

nervous, everyone on the team

Farringdon station. Our team

answered questions with

were then surprised and

confidence and eloquence.

delighted to be announced as
overall winners and are now

The team presented a concept

preparing for the UK and Ireland

design for a product called

final to be held next year.

‘Woof Wheels’, a suitcase for
your dog’s belongings (which

The team are: Cassia Fillingham,

also doubles as a travel bed).

Hannah Coxhead, Octavia

They really impressed the

Hughes, Mana Mizuno, Lara

judges with their understanding

Rowe, Natasha Ketel, Nina

of materials and manufacturing

Stidham and Diviya Kiliappan.

processes. The judges were

Hannah Jones, Leena Van Surrell

also wowed by the design of the

and Sophia Maroo were involved

robot, which was engineered by

in the preparation but didn't
attend the competition.

Mandarin Speaking Competition
Tracey Cheng
This year’s HSBC/British Council
Mandarin Speaking Competition got
off to a flying start for NHEHS.
Competition was fierce and the
standard extremely high. We’re
delighted that all our girls in both
the group and individual qualifying
rounds have made it through to the
finals.
Many congratulations and good luck
to Inanna Sahib (Year 8): Individual
Beginner Category and Maya Caskie
(Year 13): Individual Advanced
Category.
In the Group Category (pictured here) Lily Sideso (Year 8), Inaya Gharatya (Year 8), Sabah Suterwalla (Year 8),
Charlotte Grimwade (Year 10), Ella Mcneil (Year 10), and Miranda Simmons (Year 10).

Parents’ Guild Christmas Bazaar
The NHEHS Christmas Bazaar was a
lovely day filled with joy, laughter
and mulled wine. The Parents’ Guild
would like to thank all the Form
Reps, marshals, volunteers and
parents for their hard work in helping
to put the bazaar together and
making it such a great event.
We expect to raise around £10K from
the Bazaar and the sale of Christmas
trees.
We are now looking forward to the
Burns Night supper in January. More
details on page 14.
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Year 12 Economics
James Adams

Further Maths
Year 13 Further Maths students with their Senior
Maths Challenge Certificates. Head Girl
Anouschka has 3 certificates (Gold, Best in Year
13 and Best in School).

Our Year 12 economics students,

Then girls chose specific products

along with Mr Adams and

and analysed and traced their

Mr Sehgal, spent the day looking

positioning and repositioning

at some aspects of economics in

over time, considering the

the working world.

reasons for this in the wider social
and economic context. They then

We began at the Museum of

proposed an imagined

Brands with a workshop on brand

incarnation of their chosen

evolution. Objects from the

brands (which included Twiglets,

Museum's collection were used

After Eight, PG Tips and Macleans

to illustrate the different

toothpaste), presenting the

narratives and journeys of some

rationale behind their decision

of the nation's favourite brands.

making.

Pi Club
Festive origami stars.

Next it was on to the City and a
visit to the HQ offices of
Bloomberg, where we were
treated to a tour of the offices,
presentation on the firm and its
work, and free food in the pantry!
We finished at the Bank of
England with a talk on the history

Junior School

of the Bank since its foundation in

We have been delighted to host Junior School

1694. The talk also covered the

events in the Senior School Hall during the run

main role and functions of the

up to Christmas, including the Mince Pie Concert

Bank today and then there was a

and the delightful KS1 Nativity ‘Straw and Order’.

chance to visit the Museum.
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Senior Maths Challenge Record
Helen Critcher

Trench Warfare
After reading about the First World War and the
use of poison gas in the trenches, Year 6 paid a
visit to the Senior School chemistry
department to discover at first hand the
properties of chlorine, one of the gases used.
They observed the preparation of this green gas
(within the confines of a very good fume
cupboard) and saw its bleaching power
demonstrated as red geranium petals turned a
ghostly white when left in the gas. They also
saw that chlorine could be syphoned like water,
demonstrating that it is heavier than air and
leaving them thinking about what it would be
like being below ground in a trench during a gas
attack.
Our Year 6 visitors were excited by the vigorous
reaction of chlorine with molten sodium to give
salt, an example of two very reactive and
dangerous chemicals combining to give an
extremely stable and essential compound.
Finally, having seen the combination of the two

On Tuesday 8th November, a

Gold went to Anouschka

group of sixth form students

Rajah (Best in Year 13, Best in

took part in the Senior Maths

School), Natasha Sharma and

Challenge. This is a national

Jemima Bradley (Best in Year

competition which is organised

12)

by the United Kingdom
Mathematics Trust.

As a result of doing so well,
Anouschka has just taken part

We’re delighted to report a

in the first round of the British

record breaking year for NHEHS

Maths Olympiad (our first

with 34 students achieving a

student to do so since 2009).

certificate!

Natasha and Jemima have

Overall the students achieved

taken the follow‐on round to

3 Gold, 11 Silver and 20 Bronze

the Senior challenge, called

certificates.

the Senior Kangaroo.

elements, the girls then had the chance to
perform the opposite reaction themselves by
using electricity to split up a salt solution. This
formed chlorine, at a low enough level to enable
them to smell it safely, together with bleach

Art Prize

solution, showing that although chlorine is very
dangerous and a horrible gas to use in war, it

Congratulations to Sophie Mockridge whose entry in the

can be used to make useful substances which

St Barnabas Centenary Christmas Artwork Competition was

enhance our lives.

awarded a Highly Commended certificate.
Andy Crame
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Rauschenberg to Renaissance
Theresa Morgan
historians visited the recently

scale installation of viscous,

opened Robert Rauschenberg

bubbling, beige mud, which

retrospective at Tate Modern, to

mesmerised (and narrowly

help contextualise our current

avoided splashing) us. This was

study of American Pop. During the

juxtaposed with a SIM‐card‐sized,

1950s Rauschenberg challenged

limited‐edition ceramic tile

the prevailing Abstract

featuring works by Rauschenberg,

Expressionist style by shifting the

Andy Warhol and four other

focus of painting from the artist’s

artists, the first artwork sent into

inner psyche to the outside world.

outer space!

He introduced pre‐existing images
gleaned from popular culture into

The following week, the

his “canvases”, which also defy

permanent collection of the V&A

tradition via the inclusion of

was the focus of a Year 12 trip,

“readymades” such as taxidermied which involved students sketching
sculpture in marble, bronze and
goats, light bulbs and bed sheets.
wood, and considering how these
The Tate show begins with these

materials have affected the

subversive Neo‐Dada works but

appearance and meaning of the

stretches the full length of

works. Dressed in pyjamas (!), the

Rauschenberg’s career, charting

students also visited a full‐size

also his later appropriation of

reproduction of Michelangelo’s

commercial techniques such as

heroic David, a taster in plaster of

The History of Art department

silkscreen printing and extended

the colossal marble nude, which

ended the Christmas term with two

collaborations with dance groups.

we look forward to seeing “in the

trips. First off, Year 13 art

Another highlight was a large‐

flesh” on our Florence trip in
February.

Top of the Bench
Fiona Johnson
Four of our talented chemists competed in the Royal Society of Chemistry Top of the Bench Competition at
St. Benedict’s school on November 15th. The girls answered a range of chemistry trivia questions and
competed against various London schools including Westminster and Tiffin Girls.
Our girls performed brilliantly, although unfortunately we were just a few points short of the total needed to
make it to the next round. Well done to Chloe Braganca Vasconcelos (Year 9), Thalia Roychowdhury (Year 9),
Simran Prasad (Year 10) and Uma Shah (Year 10) for their hard work preparing for and competing in the
competition.
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MMI Evening
Philip Sheldon
29th November. The professional
medics and dentists were also joined
by two of our Year 12 Drama
students, who offered a role play
scenario which was filmed and
returned to the interviewees.

We were most fortunate this year

candidates. The format is rather

to have six doctors and a dentist,

like speed‐dating: a five‐minute

drawn from the Parents’ Guild and

session with a single interviewer

Old Girls Association, who came in

tasked with examining one facet of

to offer interview practice to Year

the student’s capabilities. The

13’s potential medics and dentists

student gets 6‐12 of these mini‐

plus a single aspiring vet.

interviews and in the real thing the
scores from the interviews are

Most medical and dental schools

compiled so that the ‘best’

have now adopted multi‐mini

candidates are given offers.

interviews (MMIs) in order to
select from a large number of

This is what we did at NHEHS on

Local schools were invited and we
were delighted to share the interview
practice with students from Ellen
Wilkinson High School for Girls,
Twyford C of E School, and Ealing
Green College. The interviewers
worked really hard, and somehow
each managed to get through 14
interviews in 2 hours. We are
incredibly grateful to them and hope
that they can be persuaded to return
in future years.

Science Live
Fiona Johnson

With a strike averted and the
tubes thankfully running as
normal, Year 10 girls departed
from school on the morning of
Friday 10th December and made
their way to the Apollo Victoria
Theatre in Central London.
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There they joined almost 2000

research than they did going in.

other students who had gathered

Added to that was advice from

to listen to lectures from 5

Professor Dave Cliff on how to

eminent Scientists, including

become a millionaire by the time

Professor Robert Winston and

you’re 25 (at which point many

Professor Jim Al‐Khalili. From

students started taking notes!)

Professor Winston’s lecture on his

and an incredibly thought‐

pioneering work in IVF and

provoking lecture from Professor

Professor Al‐Khalili’s mind

Andrea Sellar about the

boggling time travel paradox, to

fascinating behaviour of solid

Dr. Maggie Aderin‐Pocock’s

water and carbon dioxide.

lecture on the Very Large
Telescope (VLT), it’s fair to say

All in all, five wonderful lectures

that all girls came away knowing

delivered by five incredibly

more about current scientific

inspiring scientists.

Christmas at NHEHS

Christmas Wreaths
NHEHS Old Girls, including leavers from 1965,
1998, 2000, 2002 and 2009, came back to
school for an evening of conversation, mulled
wine and mince pies as they created
garden‐inspired Christmas wreaths.
The art rooms were filled with an air of
concentration and industry and the fabulous
results now grace front doors from Clapham to
Chiswick and Ealing to Hammersmith.
A big thank you to Louise from local flower
boutique, The Cracked Pot, for tutoring us so
brilliantly!
Natalie Burns Spence

Civil Rights
Last year, Nikhita Claerhout (Year 9) wrote a
moving piece about a child growing up in 1960s
America and the struggle for Civil Rights. Her
story was sent off to the Historical Association,
where it was awarded a prize for the Best
Historical Story. As part of Nikhita’s prize the
NHEHS history department has been given
membership of the Association for a whole
year, with access to free podcasts which sixth
It’s a very Merry Christmas for NHEHS with the Room

formers, in particular, have been finding useful

Decorating Competition, Christmas Jumpers, Christmas Carol

for their A Level work.

Service, Five Gold Rings (with tinsel) and the Boar’s Head Carol.

Joe Pepper
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Classics Trip

At Meta
The sea is grey,
Under a dusky sky
Roiling, boiling,
Lapping, slurping
As the sun sinks into it's mysterious depths
As the people walk away.

Shivani Dave and Dhruti Vijay

The sea is black
Under a pink sky
The sun is gone
And so are the people
Yet the endless hunger of the sea
Will never cease.
The sea mingles
With smoke on the far horizon
That rises toward the orange sky
Reminding us that during the day
We walk the tides
And swim the waves
Only encouraging the thirst of the
Monstrous sea.
The sea is blue
Under a red sky
Red as the blood once spilled
When the distant mountain split.
The rocks around us
Tumble from their beach
Pulled from their home
By one casual swipe
From the sea.
And far away
The mountain looms
Breaking our horizon
And our green sky
Always above the blue sea.
And the sea
Greedy enough to take the land
And everything else
And more
And even then it will still hunger
Until the mountain no longer looms
And we cannot again see the horizon.
Now the sky is deep blue
Three stars shine above a sea that has no colour
Waves are thrown on the beach
Because the people have gone
No longer there to hold the sea back
They tempt it
In their houses
So far back.
And now the sea
Passes its time
Beneath infinite skies
Trying to pass our flood gates
Waiting for dawn
When the people come
And play
Passing their time.
Until the sea
Eventually swallows us up
Collapses our arches
That lasted so long
And blows the mountain apart.
We live our moments now
And even when there is no light
When we shall no longer exist
Our light will bounce back
And with our light
We will never end.

During October half‐term, 43

On day 2, we visited the

girls from Years 9 and 10

Pantheon and the Piazza Navona

studying Latin and Greek began

in the morning. In the piazza, we

their Classics trip with a 5am

had the opportunity to find our

start at Heathrow. We had a

“tacky souvenirs for 1 euro” to

smooth journey, apart from the

be entered in the Tacky Souvenir

fact that there were technical

Competition! The Capitaloni

difficulties which delayed the

Museum was the next place we

plane for 45 minutes. Eheu!

visited: it is home to the bronze
she‐wolf nursing Romulus and

The first monument we visited in

Reamus. This statue has

Rome was the Trevi Fountain,

become the emblem of Rome.

which was packed with tourists.

Then, we went to the Colosseum.

They say that if you stand with

Part of our group got lost here,

your back to the Trevi Fountain

but it was easy to regroup again

and toss a coin over your left

by spotting Mr Schneider’s bright

shoulder into the water, you are

yellow hat! Following this, we

guaranteed a return trip to

went to the Roman Forum where

Rome. The next place we saw

we acted out scenes by each

was the Ari Pacis Augustae,

historic building to show what

which is an altar dedicated to

would have happened there

Pax, the Roman Goddess of

many, many, many years ago. In

peace. Then we all sat on the

the evening, we all took part in

Spanish Steps, where we had

the myth competition, in which

gelatos and watched the sunset.

we had to re‐enact myths in
groups. This was great fun.

Zareen Hyatt

Classics Trip Cont’d/....

The next day, we embarked on

There was a prize ceremony, and

all the places which feature in his

the 2‐hour coach journey to

everyone had their eye on

stories and seeing them made it

Pompeii stopping off at the Baths

winning the certificates hand

all come alive.

of Caracalla, the second largest

made by the teachers. It was a

public Roman baths. We were

really nice way to spend the

Throughout the day we had been

amazed by how well they had

evening.

able to see Mount Vesuvius on
the horizon, and had become

been preserved; there were still
massive mosaics on the wall,

On the fourth and final day we

super excited at the prospect of

which were largely intact. We

woke up at 6:30 and grudgingly

climbing it. It was packed with

also stopped at Herculaneum, an

loaded our bags onto the coach.

tourists by the time we arrived

ancient Roman town. It was also

After a short journey we came to

and it took us about 30 minutes

destroyed by the eruption of

a road packed with stalls and

to get to the highest point under

Vesuvius and everything was

restaurants. After another quick

18’s were allowed to go. From

preserved very well. We also

search for something under €1

here we had a beautiful view of

managed to see some skeletons,

for the Tacky Souvenir

Pompeii and on the other side

which was quite an experience.

Competition we walked on to the

we could see wisps of smoke

city of Pompeii. From our very

coming from the crater. This was

We finally arrived at our hotel on

first Latin lesson we have

a great finish to the trip. Thank

the Amalfi Coast and after

followed the life of Caecilius,

you Miss Nicoll, Miss Patel,

dropping our bags, we went

citizen of Pompeii and star of our

Miss Cagnino and Mr Schneider

down near the beach, and had

Cambridge Latin Course book. It

for organising it for us and

ice creams and enjoyed the view.

was amazing being able to visit

making it so enjoyable.
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The Crucible
Debbie Whitmarsh
Our amazing cast and crew immersed themselves in the production process with professionalism and
ingenuity, producing an intense and mesmerising performance full of nuanced and sensitive
characterisation. They were wonderfully supported by incredible set, props, costume, sound, lighting, hair
and makeup teams and a professional front of house brigade.

An Actor’s View
Pandora Jones, Chorus 1
Acting in this year’s
production of The Crucible
was an eye‐opening and
incredibly enjoyable
experience. Despite this
being my second year
working on the senior
production as a whole, it
was my first in the cast, and I
soon came to realise that I
would have to put in far
more effort and time than I
had while working on the
props team last year. Having said that, my fellow cast members were all incredibly friendly and easy to
work with, so the time flew by in a haze of cues, costume fittings and after‐school rehearsals. Even
when I wasn’t acting, I was able to watch the older students rehearsing their parts under the direction of
Ms Whitmarsh, which was an incredibly valuable experience for me as a GCSE drama student.

Behind the Scenes
Ekaterina Fedorovskaya, Head of Props

This year's props team has been nothing but busy. Two weeks into the production, our team ended up
making roughly 60 fabric poppets, out of which only half were used. Needless to say, it taught us to
estimate our numbers better. As the poppets were a focal point of our responsibilities, it wasn't
uncommon for members of my team to receive sideways glances in the hallway as we exchanged dolls
and discussed designs, as it did look rather creepy. Overall, being a part of the props team taught me
how to be resourceful and that even the smallest of details can make something extraordinary. And
even more importantly, it taught me how to delete my search history after looking up things like 17th
century chains and manacles or scythes!
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International Hour of Code
Phil Nelkin

The Hour of Code is a global

The Year 9 girls taking Computer

3D game well beyond the “hour of

movement reaching tens of

Science had already had a taste of

code”.

millions of students in more than

designing and building their own

180 countries. This year, a group

game and so enjoyed extending

The computer game industry is a

of girls at NHEHS joined the

their experience to a 3D setting.

huge part of a British digital

challenge of “coding a first person

Zareen Hyatt, Izzy Haynes, Fiona

technology and creative

game” using CodeSpells.

Coutts and Diana Razlog focused

revolution. It combines a range of

on creating the ORBs that have

amazing skills and offers exciting

CodeSpells has a simple narrative:

unique magic powers while Lina

career opportunities for the

you play a wizard arriving in a land

Mengrani from Year 7 did

‘digitally literate’. With more and

of gnomes. The gnomes have lost

particularly well and was the first

more of our students studying

their magic and the wizard must

to master the challenge. The girls

computer science at school and

help them by writing spells in Java,

voted the coding session “so

university we can expect to find

following instructions in a book of

addictive and so much fun” that

NHEHS girls at the forefront of this

spells.

they will continue to develop this

industry in years to come.

Hans Woyda Competition
John Stark
A crack squad of mathematicians from Years 9, 11, 12 and 13 have been taking part in this year's Hans Woyda
maths competition. Their effort and enthusiasm have seen them win two of the three group matches, against
very stiff opposition, and gain qualification to the Plate Round after Christmas.
The Hans Woyda squad this year comprised Nikhita Claerhout, Aditi Dhawan and Diana Razlog (Year 9), Iva
Grujic, Rinda Naresh, Sharuka Ravichandran and Elizabeth Down (Year 11), Eve Harrington, Cecily Bell and
Jemima Bradley (Year 12), and Anouschka Rajah and Kimran Virdi (Year 13).
The matches, which are played against other London schools, feature challenging questions on mental
arithmetic, geometry, probability and algebra, and quite a bit of thinking outside the box too! Our team
enjoyed particular success in the group rounds and demonstrated excellent teamwork. Congratulations go to
the girls and we wish you all the best for the rest of the competition!
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Supercharging Year 8
Philip Sheldon

GDST Hockey
Our Year 10 U15 hockey team took part in the
This year, NHEHS was fortunate to

disappointment to my

GDST Hockey Rally at Oxford High. They came

receive an invitation to attend the

colleague, Anna Duns, that we

third in their group having been controversially

dress rehearsal for the Royal

had to make do with a stand‐in

denied a goal in their last match a decision

Institution Christmas lectures. This

for the rehearsals.

which prevented them coming top of their

year’s lecturer is Saiful Islam,
Professor of Materials Chemistry

The demonstrations were

at the University of Bath, and the

exciting. It was quite reassuring

series title is Supercharged:

to see Michael Faraday’s

Fuelling the Future. So, on the 6th

burning candle demonstrations

December, we arrived at the RI

being recreated (something

where students were asked to

that we also study at the start

wear heart monitors during the

of Year 7) and I would love to

afternoon as one of the lectures

explode cooking oil in liquid

investigates the way humans are

oxygen but maybe it is in your

sophisticated energy conversion

daughters’ interests that the

machines.

opportunity is denied to me (at

group! Well done though to Amrita Arneja,
Issey Blackwell, Kitty King, JoJo Loxton, Eloise
Wyles, Kira Nygren, Anna McKensie, Mithra
Kumaran, Zoe Wigoder and Hope Brooke.

least when they are nearby).
One of Professor Islam’s other
themes is homage to the past.

It was actually quite difficult to

These Christmas lectures have

follow the thread of the

taken place at the RI since 1825

lectures, partly because they

and this year is the 80th

were truncated in order to fit all

anniversary of the first broadcast.

three into one afternoon, partly

Harrodian Netball

There is quite a sense of history,

because they were not given in

Congratulations to the Year 7 Netball squad

both in the building and some of

order (to facilitate practical

who turned in a series of excellent

the characters residing in it and

demonstrations) and also

performances to come second in the netball

this year former Christmas

because some of the students

tournament organised by The Harrodian

Lecturers will be back on stage to

in the audience (not ours) were

School. They lost just one match ‐ to

repeat some of the most exciting

so disruptive that the organiser

Emmanuel School. The team were:

(and dangerous) experiments and

had to intervene on several

Sofia Bevers, Yasmeen Chishti, Sofia Chesny,

demonstrations from the past.

occasions. It will be fascinating

Keerit Dhillon, Mairi Gillespie, Alix Ryan, Freya

Richard Dawkins will be taking

to see how the lectures turn out

Rylatt, Jasmin Saha and Ayna Sidhu.

part in one of the demonstrations

when broadcast on BBC4,

and it was a crushing

starting on Boxing Day.
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Mathematical Olympiad for Girls
Hannah Croft

Burns Night Supper
The NHEHS Parents’ Guild is delighted to
announce that the annual Burns Night Supper
will take place on Saturday, 28 January.
Come along and join us for drinks, supper,
Scottish entertainment, whiskey tasting and
raffle.
Limited tickets are available at £80 per couple.
Tables of 8 or 10. Please pay by BACS transfer

On 11th October some brave Year 11s and willing sixthformers
happily signed up to the Mathematical Olympiad for Girls – a tough
competition in advanced Mathematical problem solving.
Sharuka Ravichandran and Anouschka Rajah did especially well
each achieving a Distinction for their efforts.

(surname on payment reference) Parents’ Guild
Account 01700707, Sort code 400226.
RSVP to Andrew Hall at
schooleventtickets@gmail.com to let us know

Middlesex Netball
Annette Greenslade

you have paid and if any of your guests are

Congratulations to both our Year 9 and Year 10

vegetarian.

teams who are through to the Middlesex
Netball Finals in March.
The teams are:

Year 9:

Year 10:

India Bonnor‐Moris

Shivani Dave

Simran Chawla

Lucia Hodgkinson

Aditi Dhawan

Ahana Hundal

Iris Feliks

Isabel Jansen

Congratulations to Isha Lamba, Aaarti Sharma

Honor Hill‐Norton

Hannah Leathem

and Elena Tybulewicz whose film on Pythagoras’

Nikola Kuzmanovic

Jojo Loxton

Theorem won a runners up prize in the

Vicki Newton

Jess Luxmore

competition organised by MathsWorld UK and

Savarna Parker

Alexandra Michelmore

the University of Leeds. The judges particularly

Ella Pilkington

Emily Palmer

liked the way a mathematical proof was brought

Sophie Rollason

Cassidy Thompson

to life by the animated illustrations.

Rose Slocock

Pythagoras is a Winner

http://mathsworlduk.com/matrix‐conference‐
2016/school‐competition/
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Curious Maths
Helen Critcher
given lots of events, coincidences
can happen surprisingly often.
Maths‐musician, Ben Sparks, spoke
about the different outcomes you
can get from a given mathematical
model if your initial values are
changed. This involved our own
Pandora and Amrita taking their
trusty calculators onto the stage to
help generate some results. This
led into an application of chaos
theory, illustrated by a population
of frogs. Ben followed this with an
explanation of how the music for
the show was devised using prime
In late November the Maths

information (no bark) can lead to a

numbers and how trigonometry

department took all of Year 10 to

logical deduction. Rob followed

links to sound waves.

a performance of The Curious

this with a session later on

Coincidence of Maths in the Day‐

involving the famous Monty Hall

The second half of the show

Time, a show inspired by the

problem.

involved an exert from the play
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in

novel and play of a very similar
name by Mark Haddon. The first

BBC’s Dr Hannah Fry, discussed a

the Night‐Time’ in which

half of the show featured some

foolproof method for getting out

Christopher, the main character,

interesting applications of the

of a maze. This algorithm is used

talked about how he solved an A

maths that features in the ‘The

by the main character in Mark

level maths problem in a some‐

Curious Incident of the Dog in the

Haddon’s book to find his way to a

what more energetic way than we

Night‐Time’ by some of our

station. We were then shown how

see in a classroom! This was

favourite mathematicians.

ants use a similar idea but sadly for

followed by stand‐up

them their algorithm can break

mathematician, Matt Parker,

Rob Eastaway started with a

down which results in the spinning

talking about the staging of the

session on logical deductions,

vortex of doom and certain death.

show, the engineering behind the

inspired by the title of the book

Her second presentation involved

set design, the use of scale models

which is a quote from a Sherlock

probability and Notting Hill &

and some very eye catching

Holmes story involving a non‐

Ealing’s Anastasia bravely bet £1

lighting effects. A final question

barking dog. This led to Sherlock

(hoping to win £50) that 30

and answer session finished the

deducing that a crime had been

random people would not choose

hugely entertaining and thought

committed by someone who

the same random number

provoking show. Year 10 arrived

must have known said dog,

between 1 and 100. She lost.

back in school, energised by the

thereby illustrating the idea of

Hannah had a 99% chance of not

whole experience, ready for their

how a seeming lack of

losing the bet. This shows how

afternoon lessons.
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