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NEWS AND IMPORTANT
INFORMATION FROM THE
HEADMASTER AT
NOTTING HILL & EALING HIGH
SCHOOL GDST

MATTHEW SHOULTS
This fortnight has resounded with impressive initiatives from staff and students, where the voice has been to the
fore. The Year 13 A level students shared with me a podcast they made discussing the relationship between
music, the performer and the composer; it was a sophisticated and entertaining 30 minutes. Our Year 12 students
have been presenting a feast of Extended Project Qualification presentations, from the Californian economy to the
science of tears; one small benefit of these being remote has been that I have
been able to rove between “rooms” with less disruption to proceedings. Girls lower
DATES FOR
down the school took part a GDST-wide debating day, and I am delighted that Salem YOUR DIARY
and Elizabeth scooped second prize from 30 teams.
JUNE YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL
It is also a sense of voice that was so welcome in seeing Year 10 and 12 students
29 &
30TH
returning to the school at different times since last week. Remote teaching has
JUNE PE GOAL SETTING
allowed girls to make good progress and connect with their teachers, but the
30TH
ONLINE WORKSHOP
presence of girls in school shows the power and basic enjoyment of direct
conversation and discussion. Amid the general uncertainties, it is likely that
JUNE SUMMER CONCERT
30TH
September will see a return wholesale, or at least in great part, to school sites for
students; we will be writing to parents next week to set out the likely overall shape JULY
MEDICAL SCIENCES
2ND
CAREER
of the autumn (and how and when we will update everyone, as guidance evolves).
CONFERENCE
Whatever the exact set up, I welcome greatly the chance to gather the community
JULY YEAR 5 IN SCHOOL
back on the school site.
3ND &
3RD
JULY
Mrs Irwin and I have also been in discussion with both students and alumnae over
YEAR 4 IN SCHOOL
6&
7TH
how to promote further the values of tolerance and diversity through our
JULY END OF TERM AT
education. These discussions, and some of the experiences mentioned above,
9TH
12PM
have reinforced to me the importance of direct conversation: as a way to express
nuance and subtlety, to handle complex matters without simply expressing one’s
own judgement, and, in the case of debating, to be able to disagree politely and
demonstrate the basic civility which we must continue to model in society.

GOOD
NEWS

NHEHS SUMMER CONCERT
SET FOR LIVE BROADCAST

Our Music Department are delighted to invite students, staff and
parents to our Virtual Summer Concert, to be broadcast live on YouTube
at 7 pm on Tuesday 30th June. It promises to be a very enjoyable and
diverse programme, lasting around an hour. More details can be
found here. Watch out for the link in Mrs Sheard's email!

VOTE FOR POLLY!

Our Year 10/12 team has reached the final of the Nesta Longitude Explorer
with ‘Polly’ – their AI watch which supports older people & those living with
dementia. The app aims to help older people who may live alone or be less
mobile to remain active & independent. Polly will also use motion sensing &
other medical monitoring systems to track changes in health & mobility over
time. As well as being a medical monitoring device, Polly will also help the
elderly stay socially connected by giving reminders to call family members.
Now it is all down to a public vote, so we need all of NHEHS to click & vote for
Polly here! Thank you!

FIRST EVER VIRTUAL
EXPERIENCE AT NHEHS

WORK

Given the unusual circumstances we found ourselves in this term, we sent
out a request to parents, alumnae and the Parents’ Guild for volunteers to
be interviewed about their careers by our Year 11s. We were incredibly
grateful for the fantastic response, and as a result, we were able to make
200 ‘matches.’ Thanks to all who kindly offered their time & expertise.
Read all about it here.

“TEENAGERS DO CARE” YEAR 11 LETTERS LIFT CARE
HOME RESIDENTS’ SPIRITS
We recently heard about a wonderful initiative by Dulcie (Year 11), who was
touched by the plight of care home residents during the lockdown. Dulcie
wanted to raise their spirits, so she asked her fellow students to write
letters to them. Find out more about Dulcie's resourcefulness here.

GOOD
NEWS

FIRST EVER VIRTUAL EPQ
PRESENTATION AFTERNOON
Undeterred by Covid-19, we held our first ever virtual EPQ presentation
afternoon last week, where 35 girls gave presentations on a huge range
of subjects to staff & pupils from Years 11-13 (see more details here).
Well done to all taking part!

NHEHS MATHSWHIZZ
CHALLENGES KEEP EALING
PRIMARY MATHEMATICIANS
ON THEIR TOES

This term, Miss O’Connor in our senior Maths department has been keeping
local primary school mathematicians busy with her newly-launched NHEHS
MathsWhizz challenges - unusual problems set each week to get students
seeing Maths in the world around us. Read all about the fun challenges
here.

BRITISH PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATE GOES VIRTUAL AT
GDST SUMMER TOURNAMENT
Debating might be something you would think is only possible faceto-face. However, last weekend a team of NHEHS debaters proved
you can debate successfully online when they took part in the
GDST’s Summer Tournament hosted by Putney High. Read year 7
Niamh’s account here.

KNIT & KNATTER – THE
PERFECT DISTRACTION FROM
LOCKDOWN
The perfect distraction from lockdown or revision?
Knitting, according to Year 10 Journalist Leader, Alice. Read her report
here on our popular Knit & Knatter Club which has thrived this term in
its online format.

GOOD
NEWS

TOP SPORTS STARS PRESENT
VIRTUAL NHEHS SPORTS
AWARDS
The annual sports awards took on a very different look this year but the
Notting Hill sporting spirit was still very much in evidence. This, coupled
with the appearances of a dozen elite athletes to announce the awards,
made for a wonderful evening of sport. Read Games Captain Iris' report
here.

AMNESTY CLUB MEMBERS
SPEAK UP & CAMPAIGN FOR
ISSUES THAT MATTER
The NHEHS Amnesty Youth Group meets every Wednesday with Mr
Piesse, with the aim of discussing cases in which people’s human
rights are being violated, and to support Amnesty International’s
campaigns. The focus for discussion & campaigning is driven by the
girls themselves, who put forward cases to consider. Read about
some of the topical issue discussed here.

COVID-19 WILL NOT STOP
THE MUSIC!
How is it possible to enjoy music clubs such as choir over Google
Meet? Year 10 Journalist Leader Zara tells us how, plus all the
benefits of singing with friends in a group here.

BEING A MAN – EXPLORING
MODERN MASCULINITIES
We enjoyed a wonderful final session of our award-winning Da Vinci
Programme last week with colleagues from The Barbican, as we debunked
stereotypes, deconstructed masculinities and explored the plurality of
being a man. Read more in this report by Year 10 Journalist Leader Alice
here.

GET
SOCIAL

TWEET OF THE WEEK

KEEP CONNECTED...
@nhehs
@nhehs_sport
@nhehsGDST

click on an icon to link to that page
@nhehsgdst
notting-hill-ealing-highschool-gdst

WE WANT YOUR NEWS!

We try to cover as much school news as possible here and on our website (there’s so
much more every week at https://www.nhehs.gdst.net/news/latest-news/)
However, we also know that NHEHS girls are busy celebrating success outside school,
and we would love to share their success here.
Please do share your great news with us, with accompanying photo, in an email to
s.bennett@nhehs.gdst.net and we will include as many as we can!

