HEADLINES
2ND OCTOBER 2020 - FORTNIGHTLY

NEWS AND IMPORTANT
INFORMATION FROM THE
HEADMASTER AT
NOTTING HILL & EALING HIGH
SCHOOL GDST

MATTHEW SHOULTS
Yesterday, on National Poetry Day, we were joined by performance poet Sophia Thakur, for both workshops and an
assembly to Year 9. She was not only inspiring in the works she read us, but in sharing her own experiences
growing up and discovering her future profession. In particular, she stressed the importance of girls learning to
see themselves not as they think others see them, but as they actually are – not easy in a world where the prism of
social media explicitly encourages external validation and “likes.”
So it was fitting that Dr. Pearce launched to Year 9 the new "Lived Well" initiative,
encouraging students to try a range of ten new activities during the year, from
learning First Aid, to picking up a new instrument, to fundraising independently for
a charitable cause. It is a perfect time for girls to challenge themselves to find
new areas of interest and aptitude, and one I hope they will seize with both hands.
Arguments about A levels and GCSEs next summer rumble on: will there be
delayed examinations pushed later into June and possibly beyond, or will it be too
difficult to hold the examinations at all? I believe that it is best for students to be
able to sit these examinations, as the Department for Education currently states
will be the case. The U-turn this summer, when the government abandoned its
algorithm for moderating grades, demonstrated not only the fallibility of such
moderation systems, but also that students want to be able to sit the
examinations they have worked hard for. Whatever situation emerges, we will do
everything we can, in uncertain times, to make sure girls can enjoy their subjects
with confidence as the year progresses.

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY

OCT
5TH

JUNIORS WALK TO
SCHOOL WEEK

OCT
6TH

NEW GIRLS' MUSIC
CONCERT

OCT
7TH

REMOTE Y7 PARENT
TUTOR MEETING

OCT
7TH

Y12 INFECTIOUS
DISEASES
CONFERENCE
(VIRTUAL)

OCT
7TH

SASHA CORBIN
NETBALL
MASTERCLASS

OCT
8TH

HARVEST FESTIVAL
COLLECTION

GOOD
NEWS

120+ACTIVITIES AT VIRTUAL
CLUBS FAIR
With a choice of over 120 activities at our Extra-Curricular Clubs Fair
last week, there was something for everyone as 6th Form Subject Reps
and teachers employed their persuasive powers on video and Google
Meets to encourage girls to sign up for their clubs! More here.

WORLD OF LANGUAGES WEEK
From Apollinaire caligrammes, to German singing competitions, poetry
workshops, crêpes recipes, career talks, Latin American dancing, Italian
phrases and teacher quizzes, our annual Languages Week certainly
captured the imagination! Read all about the French, German, Spanish,
Mandarin and Italian fun here.

YEAR 7 MAKE A SPLASH AT
HOAC!

Our new Year 7s followed in NHEHS tradition with a fun day out at the
Hillingdon Outdoor Activities Centre (HOAC). Taking part in team building
challenges, the Year 7s were split across the form groups to help them
all make friends with other girls across their year group. Find out how
they got on here.

FOUR TEAMS FLOURISH AT ST.
PAUL’S GIRLS' SCHOOL OPEN
DEBATE
Congratulations to the eight girls who represented NHEHS at the recent
virtual SPGS Women's Open Debate, especially as for many it was their
first time taking part in a British Parliamentary Style tournament. Read
Lewhat's fantastic report here.

GOOD
NEWS

NATIONAL POETRY DAY - SEE
IT LIKE A POET
Years 7-9 were tasked with writing a poem on this year’s National Poetry
Day theme: vision. From climate change to female oppression; from
spectacles to the joy of reading itself, our girls interpreted this theme in
unique and innovative ways. Enjoy our virtual gallery of innovative and
imaginative work here.

LAUNCH OF 'LIVED WELL
CHALLENGE' FOR YEAR 9
Last week saw the launch of the Year 9 'Lived Well Challenge' - an initiative
about challenging yourself and opening up to new experiences. There is no
right or wrong answer but rather an opportunity for you to explore who you
are and to get to the end of Year 9 having 'lived well!'
Dr Pearce explains it all here:

FIRST EVER VIRTUAL
UCAS EVENT AT NHEHS
With our current Sixth Formers trying to decide which universities to
apply to without being able to visit for Open Days, we decided to
hold our own virtual UCAS event to facilitate their decision making
about where to apply. Read more here.

LIFE AFTER GCSES....INTO THE
SIXTH
Is there life after GCSEs?
There most definitely is, according to Year 11 Journalist Leader Zara
after our ‘Into The Sixth’ event held last week. Read Zara's report here.

GOOD
NEWS

NHEHS NETBALLERS
SELECTED FOR LONDON
PULSE SUPERLEAGUE
PATHWAY
Congratulations to Ella, Gen and Keerit - three NHEHS
netballers who have all been chosen for the London Pulse Netball
Superleague Pathway! Find out what it means here.

NHEHS JUNIORS' LANA
SIGNS FOR OXFORD UNITED
REGIONAL TALENT CLUB
Congratulations to Year 5's Lana on receiving multiple offers from
professional football clubs during the summer! Read about her
fantastic football season here. Good luck for 2020/21!

ACTIVE ALICE’S FITNESS
FUNDRAISER
The lockdown presented new challenges and opportunities for many of
our pupils. Alice, one of our NHEHS Juniors, decided to use her passion
for sport to raise money for charity Duchenne UK, including
covering over 60 miles in one month! Read all about it here.

NHEHS SPARKS
The more eagle-eyed among you may have spotted some of our ‘NHEHS
Sparks’ posters on your travels around West London! Tweet us @nhehs if
you see one! Find out more about our posters here:
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WE WANT YOUR NEWS!
We try to cover as much school news as possible here and on our website (there’s
so much more every week at https://www.nhehs.gdst.net/news/latest-news/)
However, we also know that NHEHS girls are busy celebrating success outside
school, and we would love to share their success here. Please do share your great
news with us, with accompanying photo, in an email to s.bennett@nhehs.gdst.net
and we will include as many as we can!

